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The 

Editor's 
Page 


LOVE 


WITHIN  the  heart  of  every 
person  is  implanted  the 
desire  to  love  and  to  be  loved.  In 
some  the  desire  is  stronger  than 
others.  In  some  the  desire  has  been 
smothered  and  extinguished,  while 
in  others  it  has  been  cultivated  and 
nourished  with  kindness,  affection 
and  humility,  until  it  grows, 
blossoms  and  radiates  from  a 
person  like  rays  of  sunshine. 

Such  is  the  condition  for  which 
honest  men  strive.  Such  is  the  con- 
dition that  God  is,  and  such  is 
the  condition  that  is  reversed  by 
those  who  are  unable  or  unwilling 
to  achieve  it. 

When  the  Pharisee  lawyer  asked 
the  Lord,  "Master,  which  is  the 
great  commandment  in  the  law?", 
Jesus  said  unto  him,  "Thou  shalt 
love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul, 
and  with  all  thy  mind.  This  is  the 
first  and  great  commandment.  And 
the  second  is  like  unto  it,  Thou 
shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself. 
On  these  two  commandments  hang 
all  the  law  and  the  prophets." 

This  is  the  means  and  the  only 
means  whereby  peace  and  happiness 
can  be  obtained.  What  a  tremen- 
dous world  this  would  be  if  only 
the  inhabitants  would  live  these 
two  laws.  If  we  but  live  these  two 
laws  we  will  automatically  live  the 
rest  of  the  laws  that  have  been 
given. 

Surely  if  a  man  loves  God  he 
would  never  worship  an  image  or 
have    any    other   gods    before  him. 


If  we  truly  loved  our  neighbour  we 
would  not  think  of  stealing  from 
him,  or  murdering  him.  If  we  truly 
love  God,  we  would  do  as  he  says, 
"If  you  love  me,  keep  my  com- 
mandments." 

"No  man  can  serve  two  masters : 
for  either  he  will  hate  the  one,  and 
love  the  other;  or  else  he  will  hold 
to  the  one,  and  despise  the  other. 
Yi  cannot  serve  God  and 
mammon."  Whom  we  serve  in  our 
everyday  lives,  God  or  man?  The 
Lord  has  promised  us  blessings  if 
we  will  but  serve  Him.  In  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  we  read : 
"J.,  the  Lord,  am  bound  when  ye 
do  what  I  say;  but  when  ye  do  not 
what  I  say,  ye  have  no  promise." 

What  more  could  a  person  ask? 
By  the  infinite  wisdom  and  love  of 
God  he  has  restored  the  everlasting 
Gospel  in  this  the  last  Dispensation. 
He  has  raised  up  leaders  to  lead  his 
Church.  He  has  given  anew  the 
means  whereby  we  can  obtain  our 
salvation.  For  those  whose  thoughts 
actions  and  deeds  are  Godly,  and 
who  desire  to  bring  forth  and  esta- 
blish the  Lord's  work,  he  has  said. 
"Now,  as  you  have  asked,  behold, 
I  say  unto  you,  keep  my  command- 
ments, and  seek  to  bring  forth  and 
establish  the  cause  of  Zion.  And  no 
one  can  assist  in  this  work  except 
he  shall  be  humble  and  full  of  love, 
having  faith,  hope,  and  charity, 
being  temperate  in  all  things,  what- 
soever shall  be  entrusted  to  his 
care." 

MLT. 
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CHURCH  NEWS 


BROTHER  VICTOR  H. 
HENNING, 

1st    Counselor 


PRESIDENT 

RAYMOND    D. 

BAYLEY 


BROTHER     CHARLES 
DUFFIELD 

2nd    Counselor 


Durban    B^Anch    Presidency 

TT>  RESIDENT  Raymond  Dennis  Bayley  was  baptised  on  the  8th  of 
-"-  March,  1956  by  Elder  Robert  A.  Taylor  and  was  confirmed  on  the 
same  day  by  Elder  Ellis  Ray  Peterson 

His  first  assignment  in  the  Church  was  that  of  a  Sunday  School 
teacher.  Later  he  was  made  a  councillor  in  the  M.I. A.,  and  then  made 
M.I.A.  President.  President  Bayley  was  then  made  Vice-Chairman  in  the 
Genealogical  Society,  from  which  he  was  then  called  to  be  second  counselor 
in  the  Natal  District  Presidency.  Because  of  the  leadership  he  showed 
while  in  the  District  Presidency,  he  was  made  second  counselor  in  the 
Durban  Branch  Presidency.  From  this  office  he  was  called  and  set  apart  as 
Durban  Branch  President  by  President  O.  Layton  Alldredge,  on  October 
1st,  1961. 


BROTHER  Victor  Herbert  Henning  was  baptized  and  confirmed  on  the 
18th  of  June,  1960  by  Elder  Nicholas  G.  Smith  Jnr. 

His  first  assignment  in  the  church  was  that  of  a  Sunday  School  teacher, 
from  whence  he  was  made  the  M.I.A.  Superintendent.  Since  then  he  has 
been  Chairman  of  the  Genealogical  Society,  Sunday  School  Superintendent, 
Durban  Melchezidek  Priesthood  Leader  and  was  then  called  again  as  the 
Genealogical  Chairman. 

During  this  time  Brother  Henning  fulfilled  teaching  assignments  in 
the  various  auxiliaries,  even  as  a  teacher  to  the  Relief  Society  in  the  days 
when  they  were  studying  "The  Signs  of  the  Times." 

Brother  Henning  was  called  by  President  Bayley  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1961  to  be  first  counselor  in  the  Durban  Branch  Presidency  and  was  set 
apart  by  President  Kenneth  C.  Powrie. 


T3R0THER  Christopher  Charles  Duffield  was  baptized  on  the  28th  of 
■*-*  September,  1960  by  Elder  Dale  Shreeves  and  was  confirmed  on  the 
same  day  by  Brother  Walter  O.  Erasmus. 

Brother  Duffield's  first  assignment  in  the  Church  was  that  of  Vice- 
Chairman  in  the  Genealogical  Society.  He  was  then  called  to  head  the 
Durban  Branch  Fund  Raising  Committee  from  whence  he  was  called  by 
President  Bayley  to  be  second  counselor  in  the  Durban  Branch  Presidency, 
on  the  1st  of  October,  1961.  He  was  set  apart  by  President  O.  Layton 
Alldredge. 
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CAPE    TOWN   BRANCH    PRESIDENCY 


T3RESIDENT  Udell  Elmo  Poulsen  was  born  on,  May  4th,  1928,  in 
-*-  Rupert,  Idaho,  U.S.A.  At  the  age  of  eight  he  moved  with  his  family 
to  Nyssa  Oregon,  where  he  attended  grammar  school  and  high  school. 
President  Poulsen  then  enrolled  in  Brigham  Young  University,  and  was 
graduated  in  Accounting  in  1953. 

Upon  graduation,  he  went  to  work  for  California  Packing  Corporation 
in  San  Francisco,  California.  The  corporation  purchased  a  subsidiary  in 
South  Africa,  and  President  Poulsen  was  asked  to  be  Secretary  and  Financial 
Manager  of  this  company.  He  assumed  his  duties  here  on  September  1st, 
1961. 

Brother  Poulsen  has  always  been  active  in  the  Church.  He  served  as 
a  missionary  in  Finland  for  37  months,  the  last  year  as  Second  Counsellor 
in  the  Mission  Presidency.  Following  his  mission  he  has  served  in  the 
following  capacities  in  the  Church:  Sunday  School  Teacher,  Branch  Clerk, 
Speech  Director,  Ensign  Leader,  Drama  Director,  Secretary,  Age  Group 
Assistant,  M.I.A.  Superintendent,  Stake  Dance  Director  and  Stake  Activity 
Assistant  Superintendent,  Senior  Aaronic  Priesthood  Secretary,  Priesthood 
Chorister,  and  as  Organist,  and  Counselor  in  the  San  Francisco  Ward 
Bishopric. 

President  Poulsen  was  set-apart  as  Branch  President  on  October  15th, 
1961,  by  President  O.  Layton  Alldredge. 


T3ROTHER  Ernest  Tom  Osman  was  born  in  Johannesburg  on  August 
-■-*  13th  1931.  He  was  baptised  a  member  of  the  Church  on  February 
2nd,  1958  by  Elder  Neville  Gramer. 

His  activities  in  the  Church  include:  Activity  Assistant  Y.M. M.I.A. , 
Aaronic  Priesthood  Group  Leader,  Teacher  of  M.  Men  and  Gleaner  class, 
Mutual  Study  Group  and  the  Genealogy  class,  M.I.A.  Superintendent,  2nd 
Counselor  in  the  Branch  Presidency  under  President  A.  Hubert,  in  which 
office  he  was  serving  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  1st  counselor  in  the 
Mowbray  Branch  Presidency  by  President  O.  Layton  Alldredge. 


"DICHARD  WARRINGTON  SMITH  was  born  into  the  Church  on  the 
-*-*  9th  June,  1921,  in  Claremont,  Cape  Town.  Since  holding  the  office  of 
Secretary  at  the  age  of  12,  of  the  Goodwood  Home  Sunday  School,  he  has 
been  President  of  the  Mowbray  Branch  M.I.A.,  Sunday  School  Sperintendent, 
Branch  Clerk,  served  twice  as  a  counselor  in  the  Mowbray  Branch 
Presidency,  and  until  recently  served  as  2nd  Counselor  of  the  Mission 
Melchezidek  Priesthood  Quorum  Presidency.  Brother  Smith  was  set-apart 
as  second  counselor  in  the  Mowbray  Branch  Presidency  on  October  15th 
by  President  O.  Layton  Alldredge. 
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CHURCH 


BUILDING 


PROGRAMME 


rpHROUGHOUT  the  world  the 
-*-  Church  is  expanding  and  grow- 
ing at  a  rapid  pace.  Heading  the 
list  on  the  building  programme  is 
the  erection  of  a  multi-million- 
dollar  building  in  New  York  City 
which  is  planned  to  be  completed 
by  1965.  The  building  (35  to  40 
stories),  will  be  situated  on  several 
parcels  of  land  located  between 
57th  and  58th  Streets,  west  on  New 
York's  well-known  Fifth  Avenue. 

The  building  will  have  a  com- 
bined use  as  New  York  State 
Centre,  Manhattan  Ward  Chapel, 
mission  headquarters  for  the 
Eastern  States  Mission,  cultural, 
recreational  and  informational  acti- 
vities. Space  not  used  will  be  made 
available  for  office  or  apartment 
rental  use. 

The  six  parcels  of  land  were 
purchased  at  a  price  of  £446,500. 

President  David  O.  McKay  said 
that  the  Church  was  "happy  to 
obtain  such  a  convenient  and  dig- 
nified location  for  the  New  York 
Centre  and   Manhattan  Ward." 

New  York  Stake  President 
Stanley  McAllister  said:  "This  new 
centre  is  necessitated  by  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  Church  in  this  area 
and  by  the  increasing  demands  of 
certain  national  and  worldwide 
activities  of  the  Church  involving 
New  York  City  as  a  place  of  transit 
or  as  a  base  of  operations.  The 
greatly  accelerated  expansion  of  the 
Church,  not  only  along  the  Atlantic 
Seaboard  but  in  Great  Britain  and 
in  Europe,  brings  an  increasing 
number  of  the  high  authorities  of 
the  Church  into  New  York  City — 
the  crossroads  of  the  world."  "The 
Church  now  has  a  total  world 
membership        of        approximately 


2,000,000      and       10,000     volunteer 
missionaries  in  the  field,"  he  said. 

In  addition  to  the  New  York 
skyscraper,  the  Church  building 
programme  is  planning  the  construc- 
tion of  two  multi-storied  buildings 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  one  to  house 
administrative  offices  (38  stories), 
and  another  to  care  for  the  fast- 
growing  needs  of  the  Church 
Historian's  Archives. 

In  Salt  Lake  City,  the  construc- 
tion of  the  new  Bureau  of  Informa- 
tion building  (located  on  the  north- 
west corner  of  Temple  Square)  is 
progressing  towards  its  completion. 
Thr-  building  will  have  two  floors 
above  ground  and  one  below.  A 
dome  placed  in  the  centre  of  the 
building,  will  rise  12|  feet  above 
tne  roof  of  the  edifice.  The  dome 
has  a  34  foot  radius  and  measures 
68   feet   across. 

The  Bureau  will  have  two  audi- 
toriums where  visitors  will  see  films 
on  wide  screens,  as  well  as  esca- 
lators, which  will  transport  thou- 
sands of  persons  daily  between 
floors  in  the  spacious  bureau. 

Because  of  the  tremendous 
growth  of  the  Church  which  is 
occuring  throughout  the  world, 
many  new  chapels  are  being  built 
to  accommodate  the  ever-increasing 
membership.  At  the  present  time 
2.100  chapels,  in  one  stage  or 
another,  are  planned,  under  con- 
struction, or  nearly  finished, 
throughout  the  world. 

Not  only  throughout  the  rest  of 
the  world  is  the  building  programme 
going  forth,  but  in  South  Africa  as 
well.  The  next  few  years  will  see 
the  completion  of  several  new 
chapels  here  in  South  Africa. 
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Ground  has  been  purchased  in 
ten  cities  for  chapel  sites;  architects 
are  now  engaged  in  or  soon  will  be 
engaged  in  drafting  up  plans  for 
nine  of  the  ten  sites.  The  ten  cities 
in  which  ground  has  been  pur- 
chased are  East  London,  Pretoria, 
Krugersdorp,  Welkom,  Benoni, 
Pietermaritzburg,  Salisbury,  Kitwe, 
Bulawayo   and   Carletonville. 

The  plans  for  the  Pretoria 
Chapel  are  being  completed,  and 
ground  breaking  ceremonies  are 
planned   for  the  very  near  future. 

Not  only  are  new  chapels  being 
built  but  older  chapels  are  being 
remodelled     to     accommodate     the 


increasing  number  of  people  who 
are  joining  the  Church.  Ramah 
will  be  building  twelve  new  class- 
rooms, new  restrooms,  a  new  office 
for  the  District  Presidency,  and  a 
new  parking  lot.  Mowbray  will  be 
building  a  new  chapel  and  class- 
room section.  Port  Elizabeth  will 
have  a  new  Relief  Society  room  as 
well  as  a  new  cultural  (recreational) 
hall.  While  Durban  will  be  en- 
larging their  chapel  as  well  as 
building  a  new  Relief  Society  room, 
new  kitchen,  and  a  new  cultural 
hall.  The  remodelling  of  the  Durban 
Chapel  is  so  extensive  that  the  re- 
modelling costs  will  exceed  the 
original  cost  of  the  chapel. 


mmii  m  7a»&?i>H£w  of  *ais&&' o«$$r  «p   iio?*^  •«  pw&em&  '&■&&&&. 
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AN    ARCHITECT'S   SKETCH    OF   THE    PRETORIA   CHAPEL   WHICH 
IS  TO    BE    BUILT   THIS   YEAR. 


For  ye  have  sinned  against  me  a  very  grievous  sin,  in  that  ye  have  not 
considered  the  great  commandment  in  all  things,  that  I  have  given  you 
concerning  the  building  of  mine  house. 

For  the  preparation  wherewith  I  design  to  prepare  mine  apostles  to 
prune  my  vineyard  for  the  last  time,  that  I  may  bring  to  pass  my  strange 
act,  that  I  may  pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  all  flesh. 

(D.  &  C.  95 :  3-4) 
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SACRIFICE 

MEANS 
PROGRESS 


"Y^HAT  does  this  imply?  Does  it  mean  that  we  must  depart  of  all 
»  »  our  goods  or  possessions  to  progress?  Or  does  it  suggest  that  we 
give  as  the  Lord  requests  of  us,  in  order  to  become  as  stated  in  Matt.  5:48, 
"Be  ye  therefore  perfect,  even  as  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect." 
To  some  this  may  seem  out  of  our  reach,  but  we  are  sure  that  the  Lord 
has  not  or  never  set  a  goal  that  man  can  not  obtain  by  faith  and 
works. 

Perhaps  we  could  take  a  look  and  see  what  the  dictionary  has  to  say 
on  these  words.  First  of  all  sacrifice  .  .  .  "Giving  up  of  a  thing  for  the 
sake  of  another  that  is  higher  or  more  urgent.  Thing  thus  given  up.  Loss 
thus  entailed."  As  we  see  then,  to  give  up  a  thing  in,  a  free-will  manner 
for  something  of  greater  importance  is  sacrifice.  Progress  is  to  "improve 
or  advance  in  a  certain  direction."  It  has  been  stated  that  we  are  either 
progressing  or  retrogressing.  Let  us  now  compare  this  statement  with 
Christ's  life  and  how  He  Himself  sacrificed  many  things,  (we  find  also 
that  the  Lord  instructed  others  in  the  sacrificing  of  worldly  goods).  The 
greatest  sacrifice  of  Christ's,  is  that  of  his  life  for  the  salvation  of  mankind. 
Are  we  grateful  for  that?  As  we  look  at  this.  He  did  not  have  to  give 
His  life  .  .  .  "Therefore  doth  my  Father  love  me,  because  I  lay  down  my 
life,  that  I  might  take  it  again.  No  man  taketh  it  from  me,  but  I  lay  it 
down  of  myself.  I  have  power  to  lay  it  down,  and  I  have  power  to  take 
it  again.  This  commandment  have  I  received  of  my  Father." 

We  know  that  He  loved  us  so  much  that  he  gave  h'"s  life  on  the  cross. 
How  can  we  thank  him  for  that  great  act?  Can  it  be  done  by  just  saying 
"thank  you  Lord  for  all  you  have  done"  or  do  we  work  like  the  ones  at  the 
time  of  the  Holy  Bible?  Take  for  instance  Abraham,  and  the  requests  by 
the  God  of  the  Old  Testament  to  sacrifice  his  son,  Isaac.  Can  you  imagine 
the  faith  Abraham  had  in  the  workings  of  the  Lord?  Could  we  do  such  a 
thing?  Yes,  the  Lord  asks  things  of  us  in  the  course  of  mortality,  but  only 
to  prove  ourselves. 

The  future  years  will  see  a  big  change  in  the  South  African  Mission, 
because  the  Saints  are  sacrificing  and  helping  to  build  the  Kingdom  of  God 
here  in  South  Africa.  Not  only  the  sacrifice  and  work  that  is  going  into 
new  chapels,  but  also  the  work  they  do  to  help  the  missionary  system  as 
well.  The  blessings  to  be  reaped  from  work  and  sacrifice  are  tremendous, 
but  let  us  remember  what  Paul  says  about  giving.  "But  I  say.  He  which 
soweth  sparingly  shall  reap  also  sparingly;  and  he  which  soweth  bountifully 
shall  reap  also  bountifully.  Every  man  according  as  he  purposeth  in  his 
heart,  so  let  him  give;  not  grudgingly,  or  of  necessity:  for  God  loveth 
a  cheerful  giver.  And  God  is  able  to  make  all  grace  abound  toward  you; 
that  ye,  always  having  all  sufficiency  in  all  things,  may  abound  to  every 
good  work:  .  .  ."  (II  Corinthians  9:6-8.) 

—ELDER  HENRY  D.  GARRETT 
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Conversion   to   the 
Gospel 


It/TY  baptism  in  July  of  last  year, 
-L*-»-  was  for  me,  as  it  is  for  all 
new  converts,  the  opening  of  a  door 
into  a  new  life;  a  life  with  purpose, 
one  built  on  the  solid,  unshakeable 
foundation  of  the  Gospel. 

On  being  introduced  to  Mormo- 
nism,  my  first  impression  was  one 
of  deep  respect,  for  I  had  never 
before  come  into  contact  with  a 
group  of  people  who  lived  the  way 
oi  life  which  they  preached.  The 
happiness  of  the  Saints  is  infectious, 
and  I  realized  that  this  "peculiar" 
people  possessed  something  which 
was  lacking  in  my  life,  and  it 
became  a  matter  of  great  impor- 
tance to  me  to  find  out  if  I  too 
could  share  in  the  joy  which  stems 
from  their  united  showings  for 
perfection. 

The  Joseph  Smith  story  was  to 
me,  not  a  story  of  things  to  be 
pondered  on  as  to  their  truth,  but 
a  statement  of  facts  which  I 
accepted  without  the  slightest  doubt. 
Nothing  and  no-one  but  God  could 
have  given  me  that  feeling  of 
surety  that  I  gained  while  being 
taught  by  the  Elders  and  studying 
the  Book  of  Mormon. 

Even  before  my  baptism,  the 
Church  became  the  most  important 
part  of  my  life.  I  felt  as  if  the  road 
I  had  started  to  follow  was  not  a 
strange  one  but  a  road  which  I  had 
been  waiting  for  someone  to  show 


me.  The  immediate  sense  of  belong- 
ing which  I  felt,  together  with  my 
growing  testimony  of  the  Gospel, 
combined  to  convince  me  that  this 
was  indeed,  the  only  true  church. 
Because  of  the  restoration  of  the 
Priesthood  to  the  earth,  I  could  be 
baptised  and  receive  the  Holy 
Ghost  by  the  laying  on  of  hands 
and  thus  share  in  the  Gospel.  This 
made  me  very  humble  and  grateful 
that  God  should  see  fit  to  allow  me 
to  become  a  member  of  His 
Church. 

The  experience  of  going  through 
the  waters  of  baptism  and  of  re- 
ceiving the  Holy  Ghost  is  surely 
one  which  can  only  be  felt.  David 
said  "My  cup  runneth  over",  and 
his  words  in  a  measure,  describe 
the  happiness  which  seems  to  be 
too  much  to  be  absorbed  by  one 
person. 

Perhaps  the  most  wonderful  part 
of  the  Gospel  is  the  fact  that  one 
continues  to  grow,  gaining  a 
stronger  testimony  as  more  truths 
are  revealed  through  study,  and  as 
one  mingles  with  the  Saints.  My 
constant  prayer  is  that  I  may  always 
prove  worthy  of  the  Gospel  and 
that  my  testimony  may  grow  even 
stronger  as  I  continue  along  my 
new  way  of  life.  This  is  my  testi- 
mony in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Sister  Melaney  Peterson, 
Springs  Branch. 


And  if  it  so  be  that  you  should  labour  all  your  days  in  crying  repen- 
tance unto  this  people,  and  bring,  save  it  be  one  soul  unto  me,  how  great 
shall  be  your  joy  with  him  in  the  kingdom  of  my  Father. 

(D.  &C.  18:  15) 
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SERVICE 


~V\THEN  we  stop  and  think  why 
"  '  men  like  Columbus,  Galileo, 
Doctor  Salk,  etc.  are  famous 
throughout  the  civilized  world  we 
can  come  to  but  one  conclusion. 
It  is  because  of  the  service  that  they 
have  performed  that  has  benefited 
mankind. 

Service  is  a  quality  that  is  found 
among  great  men.  It  is  this  same 
quality  that  makes  up  to  a  large 
extent  the  personality  and  character 
of  a  person.  When  we  give  freely 
of  our  time  and  talents  to  serve 
others  we  are  progressing  towards 
a  better  life. 

Rendering  service  to  another  will 
fiil  a  man's  heart  with  joy  and 
happiness.  It  has  been  said  that 
"What  a  man  thinks  in  his  heart, 
he  advertises  with  his  face."  This 
being  true,  it  is  not  hard  to  see 
why  service  plays  an  important  part 
in   our  personality   and    character. 

Concerning  service  and  the  im- 
portance of  it  King  Benjamin 
stated  "Behold,  I  say  unto  you  that 
because  I  said  unto  you  that  I  had 
spent  my  days  in  your  service,  I  do 
not  desire  to  boast,  for  I  have  only 
been  in  the  service  of  God.  And 
behold,  I  tell  you  these  things  that 
ye  may  learn  wisdom;  that  ye  may 
learn  that  when  ye  are  in  the  ser- 
vice of  your  fellow  beings  ye  are 
only  in  the  service  of  your  God. 
Behold,  ye  have  called  me  your 
king;  and  if  I,  whom  ye  call  your 
king,  do  labour  to  serve  you,  then 
ought  not  ye  to  labour  to  serve  one 
another?    And    behold    also,    if    I, 


whom  ye  call  your  king,  who  has 
spent  his  days  in  your  service,  and 
yet  has  been  in  the  service  of  God, 
do  merit  any  thanks  from  you,  O 
how  you  ought  to  thank  your 
heavenly  King!  I  say  unto  you,  my 
brethren,  that  if  you  should  render 
all  the  thanks  and  praise  which 
your  whole  soul  has  power  to 
possess,  to  that  God  who  has 
created  you,  and  has  kept  and  pre- 
served you,  and  has  caused  that  ye 
should  rejoice,  and  has  granted  that 
ye  should  live  in  peace  one  with 
another — I  say  unto  you  that  if  ye 
should  serve  him  who  has  created 
you  from  the  beginning,  and  is 
preserving  you  from  day  to  day,  by 
lending  you  breath,  that  ye  may 
live  and  move  and  do  according  to 
you  own  will,  and  even  supporting 
you  from  one  moment  to  another — 
I  say,  if  ye  should  serve  him  with 
all  your  whole  souls  yet  ye  would 
be  unprofitable  servants.'*  (Mosiah 
2:16-21). 

Never  was  there  a  time  in  the 
history  of  the  world  when  the 
application  of  this  principle  was 
more  needed.  Therefore,  let  sincere 
men  and  women  the  world  over 
unite  in  earnest  effort  to  supplant 
feelings  of  selfishness,  hatred,  ani- 
mosity, greed,  by  the  law  of  service 
to  others,  and  thereby  promote  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  mankind. 
CR,  April  1936. 

If  there  is  one  thing  needed  to 
obtain  the  joy  that  mankind  is 
entitled  to,  it  is  the  service  that  we 
render  to  our  fellow  man. 


But  it  shall  not  be  so  among  you; 
but  whosoever  will  be  great 
among  you,  let  him  be  your 
ministers; 

And  whosoever  will  be  chief  among 
you,   let  him   be  your  servant: 

Matthew  20:26-27 
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TOWARDS 


the 


TRUTH 


Douglas  F.  Roberts 


TTAVING  been  born  in  1933 
-"--"-  and  accountable  to  the  Father 
at  the  age  of  eight,  the  adversary 
har.  had  20  years  to  pollute  my 
mind,  lead  me  into  falsehoods, 
tempt  me  and  plunge  me  into  ini- 
quity and  the  depths  of  evil.  I  can 
in  deep  gratitude  thank  our  Father 
in  Heaven  for  enlightening  me  and 
for  granting  me  the  strength  to  cast 
off  the  darkness. 

Glory  be  to  the  Father,  who  has 
given  us  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth  and  the  fulness  of  his  com- 
plete Gospel.  I  thank  the  Father 
for  the  visitations  of  His  Spirit  to 
such  an  unworthy  soul  as  I;  that 
this  Spirit  bares  witness  to  the 
truth  and  manifests  the  peace  and 
consolation  that  mankind  seeks. 
This  Spirit  has  given  birth  to 
strength  and  knowledge,  has  granted 
the  mind  to  observe  and  absorb 
truth  from  study  and  has  built  up 
faith  in  me. 

Gratitude  abounds  in  my  heart 
for  the  opportunity  to  repent,  for 
baptism  and  the  remission  for  sins. 
I  thank  the  Father  for  his  grace  in 
granting  me  the  gifts  to  see  and 
hear   and    understand    the    message 


that  was  brought  to  me.  My  love 
enlarges  daily  and  I  can  thank  my 
near  and  dear  ones,  my  neighbours 
and  my  workmates  for  their  criti- 
cisms, for  this  leads  to  opportuni- 
ties of  overcoming  faults,  accepting 
advice,  the  sharing  of  emotions  and 
the  consideration  of  others.  If  we 
can  advance  in  this  way  in  the  name 
of  Christ,  this  will  be  progress, 
rapid   progress. 

With  all  the  many  blessings  that 
our  Father  in  Heaven  has  bestowed 
upon  me,  my  heart  is  full.  I  can 
now  comprehend  Satan's  tenacity. 
His  determination  nevertheless  is 
futile.  With  the  knowledge  that  he 
has  been  cast  out  of  the  presence 
of  God,  all  he  can  do  is  hold  on 
and  keep  temptation  fresh  in  the 
minds  of  men,  hoping  that  God's 
plan  will  fail. 

Though  my  heart  softens  for 
Satan's  plight,  I  am  nevertheless 
wary  for  he  may  take  advantage  of 
my  moment  of  weakness  to  turn  it 
to  his  advantage  .  .  .  the  gain  of 
another  lost  soul.  I  pray  constantly 
that  I  may  not  succumb  to  his 
temptations,  as  the  Holy  Ghost 
guides  me  in  the  paths  of  righteous- 
ness. 


For  thus  saith   the  Lord-I,   the 
the  Lord,  am  merciful  and  gracious 
unto  those   who  fear  me,  and 
delight   to   honour  those   who 
serve  me  in  righteousness  and  in 
truth    unto    the   end. 

Great    shall    be    their  reward 
and  eternal  shall   be   their  glory. 

Doctrine  and  Covenants  76 :    5-6 
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YOUR    PRIESTHOOD    PAGE 


MELCHIZEDEK  PRIESTHOOD 


/~\UR  Melchizedek  Priesthood  Quorum  here  in  the  South  African  Mission 
^^  is  spread  over  the  whole  of  the  Republic  and  the  Rhodesias.  We  have 
members  of  the  Quorom  as  far  apart  as  Cape  Town  and  Luanshya,  Durban 
and  Orangemund.  This  means  that  we  can  seldom,  if  ever,  all  meet  together 
for  Quorom  activities.  It  means  too,  that  the  full  spiritual  strength  of  the 
Quorom  is  never  realized,  that  the  power  of  the  Priesthood  is  very  thinly 
spread.  Indeed  some  of  the  smaller  branches  might  well  feel  that  they  don't 
even  form  part  of  the  Quorom.  Some  find  in  this,  reason  for  indifference, 
even  despondency.  Rather  let  us  accept  this  situation,  as  a  challenge.  The 
church  in  South  Africa  is  growing  rapidly.  Practically  every  branch  has 
an  active  building  plan  and  new  members  are  joining  every  month. 

There  is  a  great  need  in  the  mission  for  inspired  leaders  of  men;  men 
to  lead  the  branches,  the  auxiliaries,  the  priesthood  groups;  men  to  guide 
and  teach  our  young  priesthood  holders.  The  officers  presiding  in  the 
mission,  districts,  and  branches  should  surely  be  able  to  look  to  the 
Melchizedek  Priesthood  to  provide  these  men.  Can  we  meet  this  challenge? 
This  is  a  challenge  that  must  be  answered  not  so  much  by  the  quorom 
as  a  whole  but  by  each  member  individually.  An  Elder  does  not  need  to  be 
told  of  his  personal  responsibility  to  the  Lord  to  live  the  Word  of  Wisdom, 
to  pay  his  tithing,  to  sustain  the  authorities  and  to  actively  assist  his  branch 
president.  All  these  duties,  responsibilities  and  blessings  are  very  well  set 
out  and  explained  in  the  book  "Priesthood  and  Church  Government"  which 
every  Elder  should  possess. 

Have  you  ever  stopped  to  look  at  a  modern  concrete  building  in  the 
course  of  erection?  widely  spaced,  somewhat  thin,  pillars  down  on  the 
lower  floors  certainly  do  not  seem  able  to  support  ten  or  more  floors. 
Yet  they  do  and  with  a  wide  margin  of  safety. 

In  the  same  way  the  Elders  of  the  Quorom  can  offer  support  to  the 
church,  even  if  they  are  alone  in  their  branch  and  town.  They  can,  and 
do.  offer  this  support  if  they  have  a  concrete  faith,  a  concrete  knowledge 
that  this  is  the  work  of  God;  if  they  do  their  best  to  live  the  Gospel  and 
to  act  as  a  servant  of  the  Lord  would. 

Brethren,  if  you  know  that  this  is  the  work  of  God,  act  as  if  you 
believe  it.  When  you  are  called  upon  to  do  the  work  of  the  Lord,  remember 
that  you  are  acting  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  and  that  if  you  humbly  and 
sincerely  do  your  best  you  cannot  fail.  The  Lord  is  behind  you  with  His 
power  and  will  support  and  sustain  you  in  every  righteous  act. 

Whether  there  are  two  Elders  in  a  branch  or  twenty,  if  you  each  act 
in  the  positive,  confident  manner,  calling  upon  the  Lord  for  help,  you  will 
be  amazed  at  the  power  of  God  which  will  be  manifest  unto  you.  Our 
Father  will  send  the  Holy  Ghost  to  direct  you.  He  will  grant  you  strength 
to  serve  in  whatever  capacity  you  are  called. 

Let  me  recommend  Paul  to  you  when  he  held  his  head  high  and  said, 
"For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel  of  Christ;  for  it  is  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  believeth." 

This  then,  is  the  manner  in  which  you  can  contribute  to  the  strength 
of  the  Quorum. 

—PRESIDENT  WILFRED  WRENCH 
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A  TEACHER 


"rpHE  proper  training  of  child- 
■*■  hood  is  man's  most  sacred 
obligation.  Children  at  birth  are  the 
most  dependent  and  helpless  of  all 
creatures,  yet  they  are  the  sweetest 
and  the  greatest  of  all  things  in  the 
world.  They  come  from  the  Father 
pure  and  undefiled,  their  souls  like 
stainless  white  paper  on  which  is 
to  be  written  the  aspirations  and 
achievements  of  a  lifetime.  Whether 
that  scroll  shall  become  the  bio- 
graphy of  a  noble  Christlike  life, 
or  a  series  of  blots  and  blurs, 
depends  largely,  if  not  entirely, 
upon  the  guiding  influence  of 
parents,  playmates,  and  teachers.  A 
creature  undefiled  by  the  taint  of 
the  world,  unvexed  by  its  injustice, 
unwearied  by  its  hollow  pleasures; 
a  being  fresh  from  the  source  of 
light,  with  something  of  its  univer- 
sal lustre  in  it  ...  if  childhood  be 
this,  how  holy  the  duty  to  see  that 
in  its  onward  growth  it  shall  be  no 
other." 

"In  the  formation  of  character 
and  guidance  of  childhood,  parental 
influence  is  greatest;  next  comes 
the  teacher's." 

These  are  the  words  of  a  Prophet 


of  God,  used  to  stress  the  impor- 
tance of  proper  education  and 
teaching  of  children.  What  a  great 
challenge  and  responsibility  the 
teacher  of  a  Sunday  School  class 
has,  or  any  other  class.  In  a  sense, 
the  same  responsibility  that  was 
placed  upon  Peter,  when  the  Master 
told  him  to  "Feed  my  Sheep",  is 
upon  every  person,  and  teachers 
especially,  who  have  within  their 
power  the  ability  to  influence  the 
life  of  a  child. 

In  order  for  a  teacher  to  teach, 
he  must  have  a  source  of  knowledge 
from  which  to  draw.  This  means 
preparation.  A  teacher  must  be  well 
prepared  when  he  presents  a  lesson 
to  children.  The  saying  of  "You 
can  not  draw  from  an  empty  well", 
could  very  well  be  a  motto  for  a 
teacher  to  follow.  It  is  impossible 
to  teach  without  a  knowledge  of 
what  you  are  to  teach.  Preparation, 
humility,  love,  understanding,  know- 
ledge, faith  and  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  are  essential  to  a  teacher,  if 
he  is  to  teach  children  in  a  manner 
that  is  worthy  of  the  office  he  holds 
...  as  a  teacher  in  The  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ. 


And  again,  I  command  thee  that  thou  shalt  pray  vocally  as  well  as 
in  thy  heart;  yea,  before  the  world  as  well  as  in  secret,  in  public  as  well 
as  in  private.  And  thou  shalt  declare  glad  tidings,  yea,  publish  it  upon 
the  mountains,  and  upon  every  high  place,  and  among  every  people  that 
thou  shalt  be  permitted  to  see. 

(D.  &  C.  19:  28-29) 
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RELIEF  SOCIETY    PAGE 

My    Life 

in    the 
Relief    Society 


\  T  the  time  of  my  writing  this,  my  thoughts  go  back  to  the  day  when 
J-*- 1  was  baptised.  It  was  on  the  24th  of  November,  1918.  It  is  something 
that  I  have  never  regretted  because  I  had  found  the  thing  that  I  had  been 
searching  for,  "The  true  and  everlasting  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ." 

Since  becoming  a  member  of  the  Church,  I  have  greatly  enjoyed  the 
privilege  of  being  a  member  of  the  Relief  Society,  an  organization  in  the 
church  that  gives  me  great  and  wonderful  council  and  advice.  It  teaches 
me  how  to  run  my  home  and  to  keep  my  family  together.  It  helps  us  to 
live  clean  spiritual  lives,  gives  us  security  and  peace,  happiness  and  joy. 
As  a  member  I  have  greatly  enjoyed  my  work  in  the  Relief  Society.  As 
a  teacher  of  the  Theology  class,  organist,  chorister,  and  as  a  Relief  Society 
Visiting  Teacher,  I  have  found  great  pleasure.  To  be  a  Theology  teacher 
has  always  been,  my  desire. 

The  first  president  of  the  Relief  Society  I  had  the  pleasure  to  work 
under,  was  Sister  Leonard  G.  Muir,  mother  of  Brother  Norman  G.  Muir. 
I  was  only  a  little  girl  then,  but  how  time  has  flown.  I  can  name  all  of  the 
Relief  Society  presidents  since  then,  including  Sister  Hubert,  the  dear 
mother  of  Sister  Alldredge.  We  certainly  had  happy  times,  mainly  because 
we  all  worked  hard,  especially  for  our  bazaars.  And  so  the  years  have  gone 
by  and  I  am  still  a  member  and  worker  in  the  Relief  Society  .  It  has  been 
a  great  source  of  joy  and  happiness  to  me,  especially  these  last  two  years 
as  a  teacher  in  the  Theology  class.  I  love  the  Relief  Society  because  it 
has  helped  me  to  gain  a  greater  testimony  and  a  greater  knowledge  of  the 
Gospel.  I  am  certain  that  the  Relief  Society  is  a  blessed  organization. 

I  do  hope  and  pray  that  God  will  bless  me  and  spare  me  to  be  able 
to  work  in  the  Relief  Society  until  the  end  of  my  days.  May  God  bless 
all  our  Sisters  throughout  the  South  African  Mission. 

—SISTER  MURIEL  BARNES, 

Ramah  Branch 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  RELIEF  SOCIETY 

The  responsibility  of  the  Relief  Society  is  to  aid  the 
priesthood  in  establishing  the  kingdom  of  God,  in  relieving 
the  suffering  and  giving  succour  to  the  poor,  and  in  many 
ways  in  contributing  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the 
world.  In  no  one  way  can  these  high  achievements  be  better 
realized  than  in,  excelling  in  the  art  of  home  building. 

RSM,  23:9-10  (1936) 
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ELDER  GLEN  C. 
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Bowness,  Alberta,  Canada 
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ELDER   W.    MACK 
PARK 

Sea  Point,  Cape 


ELDER    GARY    TATE 

Calgary,  Alberta, 
Canada 


ELDER    RONALD     C. 
LOUW 

Springs,   Transvaal 


ELDER    MARVIN    M. 
DAHL 

Raymond,    Alberta,    Canada 


February,  1962  CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


43 


OUR  MISSIONARIES 

RELEASES 

ELDER    GLEN   C.   SCOTT— from    Bowness.    Alberta.    Canada.    Released    20th    January,    1962. 

Laboured    in    Cape    Town.     Welkom.    Virginia.     Carlctonville,     and     Durban.     Served    as 

Supervising  Elder   in   Durban   District   and    Travelling    Elder. 
ELDER  MACK   PARK — from  Cape  Town.   Cape.    Released   5th   January,    1962.   Laboured   in 

East  London,   Johannesburg,    Germiston,   Springs. 
ELDER   GARY    W.   TATE— from   Calgary,    AJberta.    Canada.    Released    20th    January,    1962. 

Laboured    in   Cape   Town.    Bellville.    Umtali.    Salisbury.    Randfontcin,    and    Pretoria. 
ELDER  RONALD  C.  LOLTW— from  Springs,  Transvaal.  Released  5th  January,  1962.  Laboured 

in   Port   Elizabeth,    Bloemfontein,   Durban,   Cape  Town. 
ELDER  MARVIN  M.  DAHL— from  Raymond.  Alberta,  Canada.  Released  20th  January,   1962. 

Laboured   Johannesburg,   Pretoria,   and   Kitwe. 

ARRIVALS 

SISTER  JUANITA  F.  DUNCAN— from  Durban,  Natal,   arrived  January  2nd.   1962,  assigned 

to  labour   in  Cape   Town. 
SISTER  ROSALIE  M.  KIRSTEN— from  Cape  Town.  Cape,  arrived  January  2nd,  1962,  assigned 

to  labour  in  Pretoria. 
ELDER    NEVILLE    W.    CRAMER— from    Cape    Town.    Cape,    arrived    January    2nd.     1962, 

assigned   to  labour  in   Johannesburg. 
ELDER  JOHANNES  T.  MURING — from  Durban.  Natal,  arrived  January  2nd,   1962,  assigned 

to  labour   in   Springs. 

TRANSFERS 

ELDER  KENDELL  LAMBERT — from  Johannesburg  to  Cape  Town,  January  5th,  1962. 
SISTER  EVA  HOBBS— from  Cape  Town  to  Pretoria,   January,   1962. 
SISTER   BONNIE  WOODALL— from   Durban  to   Mission   Office.   January   26th,    1962. 
ELDER   THOMAS   BLACKBURN— from   Pretoria   to    Kimberley,    February    3rd,    1962. 
ELDER   FRANKLYN    KNOWLES— from   East   Rand   to    Kimberley.    February   3rd,    1962. 
ELDER  LeROY  STANKO— from  Durban  to  Welkom,   February  3rd.   1962. 
ELDER  BLAINE  MARTIN— from  Cape  Town  to  Vereeniging,   February  3rd,   1962. 
ELDER  GARY  BOETES — from  Cape  Town  to  Johannesburg,   February  3rd,   1962. 
ELDER  CALVIN  McCAUSLAND— from  Stilfontein  to  Johannesburg,   February  3rd,   1962. 
ELDER  GEORGE  HEINECKE— from  Cape  Town  to  Port  Elizabeth,   February   3rd,   1962. 
ELDER  BRUCE  WINTERS— from  Mufulira  to  Durban,   February  3rd,   1962. 
ELDER  RULON   DUNCAN— from   Durban   to  Cape  Town.    February   3rd,    1962. 
ELDER  GERALD  SMITH— from  East   Rand  to  Cape  Town.   February  3rd,   1962. 
ELDER  JEFFREY  PICKLES— from  Welkom  to  East   Rand.   February  3rd.    1962. 
ELDER   BRET  BODILY— from   Bulawayo  to   East   Rand,    February   3rd,    1962. 


And  I  give  unto  you  a  commandment  that  you  shall  teach  one  another 
the  doctrine  of  the  kingdom.  Teach  ye  diligently  and  my  grace  shall  attend 
you,  that  you  may  be  instructed  more  perfectly  in  theory,  in  principle,  in 
doctrine,  in  the  law  of  the  gospel,  in  all  things  that  pertain  unto  the 
kingdom  of  God,  that  are  expedient  for  you  to  understand. 

(D.  &  C.  88 :  77-78) 
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FROM    OUR    FILES 


Baptisms 


EAST   RAND 
LINDSAY,   Heather   Amy 
LINDSAY,    Kathleen    Irene 

KRUGERSDORP 
JOUBERT,    Joey    Magrietha    Elizabeth 

MARGATE 
ROWE,    Gillian    Ann 
ROWE,  GJynis  Jean 

MOWBRAY 
DICKS,  Raymond  Walter 
JURGENS,  Hermanus  Christiaan 
JURGENS,  Theodora  Daphne 

PIETERMARITZBURG 
HOLMES,   Derrick   Lancelot 
MORRISSEY,  William  Graham 
PRINSLOO,    Jan    Jonathas    Stephanus 

PORT  ELIZABETH 
CHARSLEY,  Royall  Edward  Stanley 
VAN  HEERDEN,  Antoinetta 
VAN  HEERDEN,  Dalphina  Johanna 
VAN  HEERDEN,  Mahdalena  Maria 


VAN  HEERDEN,  Maria  Magdalena 

RAMAH 
BARRIS,   Elizabeth   Ann 
DU  PLESSIS,  Lilly  Annie 
DU  PLESSIS,   Petrus  Lefras 
HILDEBRAND,  Bernard  Alexander 
HILDEBRAND,   Ray 
LOWE,  Aileen  Patience 
LOWE,  Robin  Charles 
PEENS,  Austen 

PEPPER,   Caroline   Margaret   Mary 
SNYMAN,  Julian  Joseph 
SNYMAN,  Valerie  Marie 
TAYLOR.   Aletta   Maria 
TAYLOR,   Wallace  John 

SPRINGS 
HULBERT,  Jennifer  Anne 
MEW,   Cedric  Bernard 

WELKOM 
PARKIN,  Coleen 
ROBINSON.   Maire   Louise 


Births 


COETZEE,  Eunice  Edna.  Born  17th  Novem- 
ber, 1961  at  Krugersdorp.  Father:  Adam 
Jacobus  Coetzee.  Mother:  Sussanna  Maria 
Magdelena  Sacks. 


Blessings 


BULAWAYO 
HERBERT.  Deborah  Anne 
LINDER,   Storm   Anne 

DURBAN 
KLUG,  Niel  Clifford 
NIELSEN,    Ingrid 
ROBERTSON,  Belinda  Maryanne 
ROBERTSON,   Stuart  Joseph 

EAST  RAND 
BOTHA,   Nicolaas  Johannes  Philippus 

MARGATE 
ROWE,  Beverley  Pamela 
ROWE,   Frank   Ernest 
ROWE,   Heather   Mary 


MOWBRAY 
TERBLANCHE,    Arleen    Marie 
TERBLANCHE,  Leona  Ronette 
PORT  ELIZABETH 
SWANEPOEL,  Elizabeth  Elaine  Constance 
VAN  HEERDEN,  Willem  Johan 

RAMAH 
HILDEBRAND,    Clare 
HILDEBRAND,  Stephen 
LOWE,  Diane 
LOWE,  Robin  Anthony 
LOWE,  Sharon 
TAYLOR,  Henry  Douglas 
TAYLOR,  Veronica  Elizabeth 


Marriages 


DE  KLERK,  Celeste  Dannella,  married  30th 
December,  1961,  to  Michael  Andrew 
Blight,   Durban. 

HAMILTON,    Dorothy    Ethel,     married    2nd 


December,    1961,    to   Gordon    Ross   Dell, 
Johannesburg. 
HARVEY,      Patricia      Joan,      married      9th 
December,  1961,  to  Ronald  Alfred  Kunitz, 
Johannesburg. 


Ordinations 


DURBAN 
BLIGHT,   Michael   Andrew — Deacon 
BRAITHWAITE,  David  Andrew— Deacon 
CLARK,  William  Lewis — Deacon 
DE  KLERK,  Engelbartus  Theodorus— Teacher 
DINGLEY,  Leslie  George— Priest 
DUFFIELD,  Clive  Denzil — Deacon 
NIELSEN,  Hans  Henning — Priest 
MEIRING.   Johannes  Theodorus — Elder 
ROBERTSON,   John  Edward— Priest 
VAN   COLLER,  Charles— Deacon 
VOLKER,  Herbert   Ferdinand — Deacon 

MOWBRAY 
BESTER,  Peter   Herman— Priest 


BUTT,  Alamein— Teacher 
LE  ROUX,  Jacobus  Gerhardus — Priest 
MACFARLANE,   Boyd   Wallace— Priest 
MOOLMAN,  John  Albert— Priest 

PRETORIA 
IANSE  VAN  RENSBURG,  Christian  Lourens 
— Teacher 

SPRINGS 
BOTHA,  Abraham  Ignatius — Teacher 
BOTHA,  Paulus  Stephanus — Teacher 
FUTTER,   Ewalt   King— Teacher 
STORROR,  Anthony  Arthur— Teacher 

WELKOM 
BRICKNELL,  Nolan— Deacon 
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BRANCH 
REPORTS 


BULAWAYO  BRANCH  REPORT 

Sister  Shirley  Woolf 

AS  the  New  Year  begins,  changes  take  place  in  our  branch.  Our 
Relief  Society  President,  Sister  Jubber  snr.,  has  been  released  after 
holding  this  position  for  nine  years.  We  wish  to  thank  Sister  Jubber 
for  her  fine  example  which  she  has  set  for  us  and  for  the  work  she  has 
done.  Sister  Jubber  is  succeeded  by  Sister  Palmer-Jones.  We  pray  that 
the  Lord  will  be  with  her  in  this  work  which  she  has  been  called  to  do. 
Sister  Hertog  has  been  appointed  secretary  and  replaces  Sister  Jones. 

On  Sunday,  24th  December,  1961,  and  Sunday,  7th  January,  1962, 
our  heartstrings  were  touched  when  we  witnessed  the  blessing  of 
Mr.  and  Sister  Linden's  baby  daughter  Storm-Anne  Linden  and  Brother 
and  Sister  Herbert's  baby  daughter  Deborah-Ann  Herbert. 

We  extend  congratulations  to  Brother  Herbert  who  has  just  been 
ordained  a  deacon. 

We  were  happy  to  have  Brother  and  Sister  Geldenhuys  and  family 
visiting  us  from  the  Mowbray  branch. 

On  Sunday,  14th  we  were  pleased  to  welcome  the  Travelling  Elders, 
Elder  Parkinson  and  President  Smith  to  our  evening  service. 

On  Friday,  26th  January  we  propose  to  hold  a  Progressive  Dinner. 
The  proceeds  obtained  will  go  towards  our  building  fund. 

Better  late  than  never,  we  wish  to  congratulate  Brother  Walter  Jubber 
and  Sister  Charlotte  Woolf  on  their  engagement  which  took  place  on 
the  3rd  November,  1961.  We  wish  you  both  every  happiness  for  the 
future. 

We  send  our  greetings  and  blessings  to  all  saints  wherever  thev  mav 
be. 


COPPERBELT  BRANCH 

Joan  Clarke 

IT'S  hello  again  to  all  the  saints  in  the  South  African  Mission. 
During  December  we  moved  to  our  new  meeting  place,  an  office  in 
Buildersware  House,  Coronation  Square,  Kitwe.  Although  it  is  small  we 
feel  it  is  nice  to  have  a  place  to  which  we  have  the  key  and  can  come  and 
go  as  we  please. 

Our  usual  monthly  Officers  and  Teachers  Meeting  was  held  on  the 
16th  December  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  McTavish  of  Chingola. 
As  a  number  of  the  saints  were  away  on  holiday  at  the  time,  there  were 
very  few  present  at  this  meeting,  but  those  who  did  attend  were  able 
to  enjoy  a  very  delicious  curry  and  rice  supper  supplied  by  Sister 
McTavish,  the  proceeds  of  which  were  handed  to  the  building  fund. 
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At  this  meeting  we  were  privileged  to  meet  the  parents  of  Sister 
McTavish,  Brother  and  Sister  Roberts  from  Krugersdorp.  It  was 
certainly  wonderful  to  have  them  with  us  and  to  hear  from  them.  We 
iook  forward  to  meeting  with  them  again  at  some  future  date. 

We  were  sorry  to  have  to  say  farewell  to  Elder  Beckstrand  who  was 
transferred  to  Johannesburg  after  six  months  on  the  Copperbelt,  but  are 
pleased  to  welcome  Elder  Olson  and  hope  he  enjoys  his  stay  here  on 
the  Copperbelt. 

With  the  introduction  of  television  to  the  Copperbelt,  most  people 
seem  to  be  having  later  nights  than  usual  and  parents  are  having 
difficulty  in  getting  the  children  to  bed.  However,  on  the  whole  the 
programs  are  quite  good  and  as  the  weather  has  been  bad  this  past 
month — more  than  our  fair  share  of  rain — the  folks  have  been  quite 
content  to  stay  at  home  rather  than  go  out  for  entertainment. 

We  are  pleased  to  welcome  back  Sister  Norma  Calteaux  who  has 
been  at  school  in  South  Africa. 


W 


DURBAN  BRANCH 

William  L.  Clark 

'HAT  a  start  to  the  month!  President  Alldredge 
once  again  created  that  spirit  of  togetherness, 
that  spirit  of  determination  to  do  what  we  know  is 
right.  He  mentioned  the  biting  attacks  being  made 
against  us  by  other  churches,  with  special  reference 
to  a  Johannesburg  newspaper  article.  Fresident 
Alldredge  then  went  on  to  inspire  the  two  young 
missionaries,     Johannes     T.     Meiring     and     Juanita 

rh^3U/ll       Duncan,  arming  them  with  many  truths  with  which 
W-S!^       to  find  their  ways. 
*  t'l  The    Durban  Branch    Presidency,    under    President 

(/         R.  D.  Bayley,  decided  to  set  an  example  this  month. 
^-  They  sponsored  all  activities  and  are  to  be  congratu- 

lated on  their  success.  Two  activities  were  especially 
well  attended.  A  combined  Treasure  Hunt-Braaivleis  and  Outdoor- 
Films  evening  drew  a  crowd  of  nearly  80.  A  talent  contest,  for  which 
there  were  over  25  entries,  had  an  attendance  of  112.  I  doubt  whether 
the  branch  realised  just  now  much  talent  existed.  Congratulations  to 
Sister  Ivy  McLellan,  the  winner,  and  to  Sister  Willson  and  Brother  Bill 
Clark,  the  runners-up.  The  best  group  item  was  a  script-reading  from 
"Take  it  from  Here",  by  Alton,  Harlan  and  Leland  Doller  and  Sister 
Margaret  Clark.  Thanks  are  extended  to  "Melvie"  Jakins  and  the 
Y.M.M.I.A.,  the  helping  auxiliary  for  the  month,  for  the  great  effort  they 
put  forward  in  helping  to  make  this  month  a  success. 

Brother  Cliff  Schubach,  now  back  •  in  Durban,  has  plans  underway 
for  the  organisation,  or  should  I  say,  reorganisation  of  a  church 
magazine  for  the  Natal  Section.  Good  luck  in  your  venture  Cliff— may  it 
prove  successful. 

At  last  our  building  fund  plans  are  underway.  The  Presidency 
advertised  for  tenders  and  now  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time  before  we  will 
be  using  our  own  hall  for  the  various  activities. 

A  basketball  team  is  being  formed  under  Brother  L.  A.  R.  Doller 
and  will  begin  practice  in  February.  So  far,  the  interest  in  this  sport  is 
overwhelming.  If  the  play  is  as  great  as  the  enthusiasm,  we  should 
experience  no  difficulty  in  winning  the  Minor  League.  Good  luck 
fellows! 

We  regret  the  loss  of  the  missionaries,  Sister  Woodall,  Elder  Duncan 
and  Elder  Stanko.  We  have  really  appreciated  the  work  that  these 
three  fine  young  people  have  done  for  us.  We  wish  them  God  speed  in 
their  various  walks  of  life. 

February,  1962  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  47 


N' 


EAST  LONDON 

Rita  Corrigan 

OW  that  Christmas  turkey,  pudding,  mince 
pies,  etc.,  are  things  of  the  past  and 
members  are  getting  over  the  effects  of  the 
hurly-burly  of  the  seasonal  rush,  we  can  once 
more  settle  down  to  normal  and  organised  lives 
again,  take  stock  of  the  past  years  triumphs  or 
failures  and  plan  for  the  new  year  ahead. 

On  Friday  evening,  22nd  of  December,  1961,  a 
most  important  person  in  a  flowing  red  cloak 
and  pointed  red  hood  visited  10  Bamburgh  Road, 
where  a  Christmas  party  was  in  progress  at  the 
home  of  President  and  Sister  Corrigan.  Although 
quite  a  few  of  the  members  were  "missing", 
those  present  welcomed  Santa  Claus  with  carols,  and  the  young  fry 
especially  were  all  eager  to  see  what  he  had  in  his  big  bag.  The  only  one 
who  wasn't  so  sure  about  Santa's  good  intentions  was  little  Pamela  van 
Vuuren,  who  let  out  a  terrified  wail  when  she  set  eyes  on  him,  but  she 
was  soon  pacified  and  placated  with  a  gift.  Later,  Santa  Claus  in  other 
guise,  was  able  to  enjoy  the  lovely  eats,  etc.,  provided  by  the  Relief 
Society  Sisters.  The  evening  was  a  happy  one,  and  broke  up  as  little 
heads  nodded  one  by  one. 

The  Christmas  service  on  Sunday  morning,  24th  December,  was 
indeed  a  simple  yet  lovely  one.  The  children  sang  "O  Hush  Thee,  My 
Baby"  very  sweetly,  and  sister  G.  Randall  and  President  Corrigan  gave 
talks  on  the  Christmas  theme,  bringing  close  to  all  the  events  that  took 
place  in  Palestine  nearly  2,000  years  ago. 

During  the  Christmas  season  there  were  not  as  many  visitors  to 
the  East  London  Branch  as  there  were  a  year  ago,  but  we  were  happy 
to  make  the  acquaintance  of  Sister  Newbolt  and  her  husband  from 
Que  Que,  Rhodesia.  Also  two  young  members  from  Port  Elizabeth, 
Brothers  Van  Rooyen  and  Everton,  paid  us  a  fleeting  visit  and  gave  us 
some  news  of  the  members  there.  Sister  Siebert  and  her  two  children 
have  left  for  Durban  where  Sister  Siebert  hopes  to  make  her  home.  We 
wish  her  every  success. 

From  far  away  Australia  we  have  had  news  about  Sister  Rona  Hall 
(nee  McGill).  She  and  her  husband  and  family  will  be  leaving  Sydney 
in  the  near  future  to  make  their  home  in  Tasmania. 


EAST  RAND 

Shirley  Evans 

WE  are  saying  good-bye  to  Brother  and  Sister  Harry  Martell  and 
their  two  lovely  daughters.  Felicity  and  Avis.  From  the  7th 
January  they  will  be  staying  in  Evander.  Lesley  District.  Brother  and 
Sister  Martell  have  been  members  of  the  Church  for  the  past  six  and  a 
half  years,  during  which  time  they  have  been  very  active  in  the  Church. 
Sister  Martell  has  been  Primary  Mother  for  the  past  two  years,  together 
with  her  two  councillors,  Sisters  Bester  and  Van  Zyl;  they  have  made  a 
lovely  job  of  the  Primary.  Sister  Martell  is  also  Primary  teacher  and 
second  councillor  in  the  Relief  Society.  Brother  Martell  was  quorum 
leader  and  Genealogy  Supervisor. 

We  will  miss  them  both  very  much,  but  our  loss  will  be  Evander's 
gain,  as  there  are  two  families  of  saints  staying  there  already.  We  feel 
sure  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  there  will  be  a  branch  going  there. 

We  trust  that  Brother  and  Sister  Ben  Bester  and  family  are  enjoying 
their  hard-earned  rest  and  that  they  will  come  back  from  their  holiday 
refreshed  and  ready  for  another  year  of  service  in  the  branch,  and  to 
our  Branch  President  as  well,  who  is  planning  to  take  a  short  holiday. 

We  would  like  to  thank  Elder  Warren  and  his  companions  for  the 
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lovely  service  they  arranged  for  us  on  Old  Years  Eve.  We  enjoyed  the 
talks  very  much  and  the  singing  of  the  quartet  as  well. 


KRUGERSDORP 

Ellen  Kotze 

GREETINGS  everybody:  how  are  you  all  feeling 
after  the  holidays?  If  you  feel  like  I  do,  you 
must  all  be  very  tired,  and  of  course  carrying  an 
extra  bit  of  weight,  but  that's  to  be  expected. 

Our  Christmas  Tree  Party  was  a  great  success, 
the  children  were  entertained  by  Brother  Norman 
Scott  and  his  doll;  and  to  keep  them  occupied 
until  Father  Christmas  arrived,  they  played 
numerous  games.  We  had  a  very  nice  programme 
on  the  23rd  December  put  on  by  the  M.I.A.  and 
directed  by  Sheila  Bibb. 
I  am  very  sorry  to  report  that  Brother  Harry 
Greer  has  left  us  to  work  on  another  mine.  His  wife  and  children  are 
joining  him  at  the  end  of  January.  We  will  miss  them  very  much,  but 
hope  that  they  will  visit  us  as  much  as  they  can.  Brother  and  Sister 
Levy  are  away  on  holiday  at  the  Cape.  We  wish  them  a  pleasant  visit 
and  safe  return. 

President  and  Sister  Alldredge  visited  us  during  the  month,  which 
we  appreciated  very  much. 

News  from  Carletonville;  President  and  Sister  Alldredge  visited 
their  branch,  as  well  as  President  Powrie  and  children  Judy  and 
Timonthy. 

On  the  10th  December,  they  were  visited  by  the  Mission  Office  Staff, 
which  includes  Elder  Rueckert,  Elder  Lowry,  Sister  Nixon  and  Sister 
Bakker.  Sister  Nixon  and  Sister  Bakker  both  gave  lovely  talks  which 
were  enjoyed  by  all. 

On  24th  December  a  fireside  service  was  held.  Sister  Barris  and 
Brother  Raubenheimer  from  Johannesburg  were  in  attendance  at  the 
service. 

Until  next  month,  may  God  bless  all  of  you.  Lots  of  love  and  best 
wishes  for  the  New  Year. 


MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Beatrice  E.  Smith 

A  YEAR  that  was  ushered  in  on  a  wave  of 
gaiety  has  also  had  its  sorry  side,  and 
we  all  pray  for  the  safe  recovery  of  Brother 
Mack  Park,  who  was  injured  in  an  auto- 
mobile accident.  May  he  soon  regain  his 
health  and  strength  and  go  forward  valiantly 
as  he  returns  home  after  completing  a 
wonderful  mission. 

After  a  wonderful  succession  of  Christmas 
parties  the  M.I.A.  dance  was  one  of  the 
loveliest  ever  given  at  Mowbray.  The  Primary 
children  and  the  Sunday  School  also  had 
there  share  of  parties. 

The  year  was  welcomed  in  with  a  braai- 
vleis  at  the  Glen  on  December  30th.  Fami- 
lies   of   Latter-Day    Saints    enjoyed   the   fun 

and  the  food  in  the  open  air— and  the  south-east  wind  kept  away,  too. 
Then  came  the  great  event  of  the  season  (at  least  for  the  partici- 
pants) when  Sister  Valerie  Snyman  became  the  bride  of  Brother  Hubert 
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This  took  place  on  January  6th.  The  bride  looked  a  perfect  picture  as 
she  walked  down  the  aisle,  attended  by  her  bevy  of  bridesmaids — chief 
among  whom  was  Sister  LaVerne  Park,  herself  only  recently  engaged  to 
Brother  David  Bell.  Miss  Sigrid  Wallender  was  the  soloist,  and  we  all 
thrilled  to  the  beautiful  words  of  "For  Time  and  Eternity".  The  recep- 
tion was  held  in  the  Recreation  Hall,  which  was  especially  decorated 
for  the  occasion.  Guests  came  from  all  over  the  country  and  we  were 
able  to  make  acquaintance  with  friends  from  many  cities  and  towns  in 
the  Republic  and  Rhodesia.  We  wish  these  two  dear  young  people  great 
happiness. 

The  year  has  started  well  with  lots  of  visitors  from  other  branches, 
and  we  have  enjoyed  meeting  and  speaking  to  members  from  South 
West  Africa,  the  Rhodesias  and  the  other  Provinces.  We  should  have 
liked  them  to  stay  longer.  We  have  also  enjoyed  a  visit  from  the  Vigus 
family,  who  are  on  a  long  trip  from  America.  There  is  more  of  Jimmy 
than  formerly,  but  he  is  otherwise  just  the  same  good  friend. 

Among  those  who  have  been  ill  are  Brother  Don  Park  and  Sister 
Dorothy  Smith.  Chickenpox  attacked  the  Fullard  family.  We  are  glad 
that  they  are  all  now  getting  along  nicely. 

Brother  and  Sister  Rayner  have  been  on  a  motoring  and  photo- 
graphing holiday.  The  Dyasons  have  been  away  and  seem  to  have  had 
plenty  of  sunshine.  Other  members  of  the  branch  have  also  been  on 
vacation.  We  are  pleased  that  they  all  have  benefited  by  their  absence 
from  the  Cape,  but  we  are  glad  they  are  now  back  with  us. 

The  auxiliaries  are  all  going  into  action  again.  It  looks  as  though 
there  is  a  full  program  ahead  for  everyone. 


PORT  ELIZABETH 

Madge  McHugh 

DECEMBER  saw  the  Saints  celebrating  Christmas  in  several  ways. 
Brother  and  Sister  Sheedman  held  a  braaivleis  at  their  home  in 
Park  Drive,  to  which  the  members  were  invited;  a  lovely  time  was  had 
by  all.  Then  the  M.I.A.  held  a  "progressive  dinner"  after  church  on 
old  years  night. 

We  were  very  happy  to  welcome  several  visitors  to  the  Bay.  They 
included  Sister  Wilstin  and  family  from  Durban,  Sister  Towe  and 
children,  also  from  Durban,  Brother  and  Sister  Clark  and  Sister  McAdam 
from  Johannesburg,  Brother  and  Sister  Munek  and  family  and  Sister 
Nicolson  and  family  from  Rhodesia,  along  with  Sister  Van  Deventer. 

President  and  Sister  Alldredge  and  family  were  here  on  the  13th 
January  for  the  wedding  of  Sister  Mavis  Hayes  to  Mr.  Tommy  Els. 
President  Alldredge  performed  the  ceremony.  Sister  Mavis  made  a  very 
lovely  bride  with  her  two  younger  sisters,  Joy  and  Wendy,  acting  as 
bridesmaids. 

At  Sacrament  Service  we  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  President  and 
Sister  Alldredge  speak.  During  the  service  the  Relief  Society  sang  "Oh 
How  Lovely  was  the  Morning".  It  was  wonderful  to  see  so  many  turn 
out  for  the  evening  service. 

A  welcome  party  was  given  to  Sister  Mavis  Schekle  on  her  arrival 
home  from  her  mission.  We  are  happy  to  have  her  with  us  again. 

On  the  7th  January  a  Baptismal  Service  was  held  at  the  Mineral 
Bath.  Sister  van  Heerden  and  her  family  and  Brother  Roy  Charsley  were 
baptised.  We  welcome  them  into  the  branch. 


-af&— 


And  no  one  can  assist  in  this  work  except  he  shall  be  humble  and 
full  of  love,  having  faith,  hope,  and  charity,  being  temperate  in  all  things, 
whatsoever  shall  be  entrusted  to  his  care. 

(D.  &  C.  12:  8) 
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PRETORIA 

Eileen  Van  Staden 

CHRISTMAS  month  began  with  a  well 
attended  Fast  and  Testimony  meeting. 
On  9th  December  Sister  Patricia  Harvey  and 
Brother  Ronnie  Kunitz  were  married  at  Ramah. 
Sister  Pat  was  radiantly  happy  and  looked 
lovely  in  her  full  length  bridal  gown.  We  wish 
them  a  successful  and  long  marriage. 

The  Primary  Christmas  Tree  and  entertain- 
ment program  was  held  on  the  16th  December, 
at  the  home  of  the  Primary  President,  Sister 
Daisy  Kunitz.  The  children  received  lovely  gifts 
from  a  very  jovial  Santa  Claus,  after  which 
delicious  eats  were  served. 

A  fishing  trip  was  organised  by  the  Priesthood 
Quorum  leader,  Brother  Olev  Tain.  No  fish  were 
caught,  but  each  member  "caught"  a  rather  red 
tan  and  blisters. 

President    and    Sister   Alldredge,    along    with 

their    two   younger    children   visited   us   at   our 

Sacrament  Service  on  the  17th  December.  The 

attendance  was  very  good.  We  were  richly  rewarded  for  our  attendance 

and  very  much  enjoyed  President  Alldredge's  address  on  the  spirit  of 

Christmas. 

Brother  and  Sister  Bester  and  their  two  children  also  visited  us  this 
month  from  the  East  Rand.  Later  on  in  the  month,  Sister  Aicock,  her 
son  Michael  and  daughter  Patricia  visited  with  us.  They  are  from 
Sheffield,  England.  We  were  very  happy  to  have  met  them  and  wish 
them  a  safe  journey  home  again. 

Farewell  talks  were  given  by  the  two  lady  missionaries.  Sister 
Scheckle,  whose  mission  has  ended  and  Sister  Baxter,  who  has  been 
called  to  the  Mission  Office.  We  wish  them  both  the  best  in  the  future. 
In  a  while  we  will  also  have  to  part  with  Elder  Gary  Tate,  who  is 
going  to  be  on  his  way  home  very  soon.  A  sincere  "thank  you"  to  these 
three  for  all  they  have  been  and  done  in  the  Branch. 

The  M.I.A.  sponsored  a  grand  and  enjoyable  Christmas  Party.  The 
Nativity  story  was  enacted  in  tableaux.  There  was  carol  singing,  games 
and  small  gifts  presented  to  all  along  with  light  refreshments. 

A  cake  sale  was  held  on  the  21st  December.  The  proceeds  went  to 
Sunday  School  Funds.  An  enjoyable  Christmas  Tree  Party  was  given 
the  Sunday  School  children;  gifts  were  presented  by  Santa  Claus.  Thank 
you  to  Brother  and  Sister  H.  du  Preez  for  the  loan  of  their  home 
and  grounds. 

Sister  Daisy  Kunitz  and  her  granddaughter  Carlene  Osman,  and 
Sister  Edwina  and  Mr.  Steyn  have  left  for  Cape  Town  on  a  well  earned 
holiday.  We  hope  that  you  all  have  a  grand  trip. 


Cease  to  be  idle;  cease  to  be  unclean;  cease  to  find  fault  one  with 
another;  cease  to  sleep  longer  than  is  needful;  retire  to  thy  bed  early,  that 
ye  may  not  be  weary;  arise  early;  that  your  bodies  and  your  minds  may 
be  invigorated. 

(D.  &  C.  88:  124) 
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RAM  AH 

Miriam  Nicholls 

This  month  promises  to  be  a  very 
exciting  one  full  of  social  activities.  On  the 
16th  December  the  Sunday  School  held  a 
Christmas  Party  for  the  junior  members.  It 
certainly  was  an  enjoyable  affair.  The 
Aaronic  Priesthood  were  very  kind  in  pro- 
viding the  entertainment  which  took  the 
form  of  a  concert.  Brother  Scott  proved  his 
ability  as  a  magician,  ventriloquist  and  a 
pianist.  Brother  Bantjies,  Brother  Van 
Graan,  Brother  De  Jongh  and  Brother 
Mathes  all  entertained  us  with  skits  and 
had  the  kiddies  join  in  community  singing. 
Brother  Paul  Nicholls  sang  three  songs  and 
Brother  Maurice  Nicholls  completed  the 
show.  Then  followed  eats  which  the  Relief 
Society  members  supplied  and  served  so 
kindly.  And  lastly  but  not  in  any  way  least,  Santa  Claus  paid  the 
children  a  visit,  bringing  lovely  gifts.  Our  dear  Brother  George  Long 
obliged  in  this  capacity.  The  gifts  were  distributed  on  the  lawn  at  the 
back  of  the  chapel.  It  was  a  grand  Christmas  party.  I  believe  all  who 
attended  enjoyed  it,  both  the  children  and  the  adults.  We  were  pleased 
to  see  some  of  our  members  from  Vereeniging  present.  It  is  lovely  to 
have  them  share  in  our  joys  with  us. 

Our  guest  speaker  on  Sunday  was  Brother  Scheltemer,  and  we 
surely  enjoyed  his  talk;  it  was  very  well  prepared.  We  wish  to  thank 
Brother  Scheltemer  for  this. 

We  have  great  pleasure  in  announcing  the  birth  of  President  and 
Sister  Chaters'  little  girl.  She  made  her  debut  on  the  6th  December. 
We  wish  this  lovely  couple  and  their  family  much  joy  with  their  new 
daughter  and  sister. 

The  M.I.A.  held  a  Christmas  party  on  the  Tuesday  prior  to  Christ- 
mas. Each  person  was  asked  to  bring  along  a  gift  to  the  value  of  25c 
so  that  they  could  be  pooled  and  each  receive  a  present.  This  affair 
was  very  peasant  but  not  attended  very  well.  However  the  folks  who 
turned  up  had  a  most  jolly  time. 

The  New  Year's  Eve  Ball  was  really  a  lovely  affair.  The  hall  was 
decorated  by  members  of  the  M.I.A. ,  who  did  a  really  good  job.  They 
are  to  be  thoroughly  commended  on  the  artistic  way  they  transformed 
our  hall  into  an  underwater  scene,  with  fishes  floating  around  the 
walls,  mermaids,  whales  and  sea  nymphs.  The  lights  were  made  into 
lanterns  and  nets  made  by  hand  from  string,  were  hung  around  the 
room.  They  made  one  feel  that  you  had  really  stepped  into  a  fairyland 
of  the  fascinating  underworld  below  the  ocean.  "Hurrah!"  for  the  hard- 
working M.I.A.  members  of  Ramah.  You  really  achieved  success  for 
all  your  labours. 

The  Genealogical  Society  are  doing  good  work  trying  to  interest 
members  in  their  dead.  They  have  started  another  course  now. 

Our  Relief  Society  have  made  a  wonderful  effort  all  through  the 
year  and  have  collected  more  money  than  any  auxilary.  They  again 
gave  Christmas  parcels  to  the  widows  and  the  needy  this  year. 

Our  Ramah  missionaries  are  doing  fine.  We  heard  from  all  three 
this  Christmas.  We  were  happy  to  receive  their  cards  and  good  wishes. 
We  want  them  to  realize  fully,  how  proud  we  are  of  them  and  how 
much  we  love  them.  Our  prayers  are  constantly  offered  for  them  and 
our  blessings  are  with  them  wherever  they  go.  May  their  efforts  be 
crowned  with  success  and  be  pleasing  to  our  Heavenly  Father.  We  were 
so  happy  to  see  Elder  Cramer  at  church  on  Sunday.  He  has  just  been 
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called   on   a   mission   from   the   Mowbray   Branch.    Have    a   wonderful 
mission,  Elder  Cramer. 

We  had  quite  a  few  blessings  and  baptisms  this  month.  We  wish 
these  new  members  much  joy  in  the  Gospel  and  hope  that  they  will 
not  allow  their  shyness  to  prevent  them  from  speaking  to  the  older 
members  and  introducing  themselves. 

We  send  a  blessing  to  Sister  McNight,  Sister  Van  Niekerk  and  Sister 
Forenzi  this  month  and  hope  that  they  will  improve  in  health. 
— // 

SALISBURY 

Joyce  Trotter 

During  the  month  of  December  the  Sunday 
School  held  their  Christmas  Party  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Larson.  There 
were  lots  of  good  things  to  eat,  but  of  course 
the  high-light  of  the  afternoon  was  a  visit 
from  Father  Christmas. 

On  December  30,  Brother  and  Sister  Taylor 
gave  a  party  for  the  adults  and  teenagers 
of  the  branch.  This  was  an  enjoyable 
evening,  with  T.V.  for  the  T.V.  fans,  records 
for  the  music  lovers,  and  dancing  for  the 
energetic.  Brother  Taylor  was  kept  busy  at 
the  barbecue  grill,  but  his  efforts  were  well  worthwhile,  accompanied 
by  a  lovely  supper  provided  by  Sister  Taylor. 

With  the  start  of  the  new  year,  we  now  have  the  sketch  plans 
for  our  chapel.  This  should  give  us  an  added  incentive  for  our  building 
fund  for  1962. 

Our  visitors  to  Salisbury  this  month  include  Brother  Elliott  from 
Durban  and  Brother  Soultey  from  Gwelo.  It  gave  us  great  pleasure  to 
have  these  brethren  in  our  midst. 

Salisbury  Branch  extends  their  best  wishes  to  all  for  a  happy  and 
prosperous  new  year. 

/  / 

SPRINGS 

N.  C.  van  Niekerk 

M.I. A.  combined  fireside  was  held  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Mrs.  Hugo  on  the  17th  December  under 
the  direction  of  Brother  Erold  Jubber.  The  subject 
debated  was  delinquency  which  was  introduced  by 
Brother  Val  van  Niekerk  and  debated  between  two 
teams,  Youth  and  Parents.  Youth  beat  the  Parents 
by  18  point  to  12,  which  was  considered  more  on 
rebuttal  technique  than  facts  for  argument.  A  variety 
of  delicious  snacks  were  served  with  cold  drinks  after- 
wards, which  suspiciously  looked  like  apeacement. 

We  were  delighted  to  hear  once  again  from  Brother 
Dick  Jakins  from  the  pulpit  at  Sacrament  service.  We  were  most  pleased 
to  have  visiting  with  us  Sister  Eileen  Gibbs  from  Ramah  and  Mr.  Dave 
Flack  from  Durban. 

Back  from  annual  leave  from  the  coast  are  Brother  Reaford  Futter 
and  his  family,  Brother  Lionel  Tyler  and  his  family,  and  Brother  King 
Macmillan  and  his  family;  all  looking  shades  better  for  the  change 
of  environment.  Sunday  School  Superintendant  Hugo  and  his  family 
are  still  loitering  around  the  Cape  somewhere. 

The  Sunday  School  presented  the  prescribed  Christmas  programme 
on  the  24th  of  December  with  an  added  duet  by  Sisters  Phyllis  and 
Jill  Armstrong.  The  evening  Christmas  programme  was  conducted  by 
President  Hulbert.  A  male  quartet  rendered  two  lovely  hymns  and  the 
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primary  choir  rendered  the  closing  hymn.  Our  visitors  on  this  occasion 
were  Brother  and  Sister  Alex  Wilson  and  their  daughter  Joan.  Directly 
after  this  service  the  M.I. A.  fireside  was  held  in  the  recreational  hali. 
This  programme  was  very  unusual  as  it  depicted  the  birth  of  our  Lord 
in  a  variety  of  touching  stories  which  were  very  effectively  presented  by 
the  participants. 

We  were  very  pleased  to  have  Brother  Scott  Taggart  visit  us  at 
M.I. A.  meeting  on  the  10th  January.  Brother  Taggart  gave  the  Study 
Group,  "Die  Ou  Bokkies",  much  valuable  information  for  which  we 
are  most  grateful. 

To  Brother  Ronnie  Dye,  who  was  baptised  on  the  6th  January,  we 
extend  a  warm  hand  of  welcome  and  good  fellowship.  We  welcome 
too,  Elder  Meiring  who  has  replaced  Elder  Park.  We  sincerely  pray  that 
his  labours  in  Springs  will  be  crowned  with  much  success. 

Christmas,  the  wonderlul  season  of  hearty  goodwill,  did  not  leave 
our  small  community  untouched  by  tragedy  this  time.  Mr.  and  Sister 
Britz  returning  home  recently  by  car  collided  head-on  with  an  on- 
coming car  on  the  Blesbok  Bridge  in  the  Largo  vicinity;  fatally 
injuring  Mr.  Britz  who  passed  away  some  hours  later.  Sister  Britz 
suffered  a  number  of  severe  injuries:  both  legs  broken,  a  seriously 
fractured  arm  and  extensive  internal  injuries.  The  grandchild  travelling 
with  them  in  the  car  received  only  mild  concussion.  Mr.  Britz  was  laid 
to  rest  in  the  Springs  cemetery  on  the  4th  January.  President  Hulbert 
conducted  the  funeral  service  and  Brother  Ray  Phillips  dedicated  the 
grave.  To  Sister  Britz  and  all  relatives  we  extend  our  sincere  sympathy 
in  their  bereavement. 

This  is  now  the  third  major  marital  set-back  Sister  Britz  has 
suffered.  And  now  under  this  latest  blow  is  bearing  up  with  remarkable 
fortitude  and  humility.  When  I  saw  her  in  the  hospital  last  Friday 
she  was  literally  groaning  with  pain.  After  a  nurse  had  administered 
some  sedative  she  calmed  down  and  we  could  talk  to  her.  Unshaken 
in  faith  and  testimony  she  is  largely  depending  upon  the  prayers  of 
the  saints.  ,,Die  beste  troos  wat  ek  aan  u  kan  meedeel,  ou  sus,  is  die: 
as  ons  volhard  tot  die  einde,  vind  ons  in  die  Bloed  en  oop  graf  van  ons 
Heiland  die  heerlikheid  van  die  ewigelewe." 

At  a  party  given  in  honour  of  Bros.  Ronnie  Louw  and  Mack  Park, 
who  have  both  completed  their  mission,  Pres.  Huibert  officially  welcomed 
Bro.  Louw  back  to  Springs  and  bid  farewell  to  Bro.  Park.  A  beautiful 
spirit  of  love  and  good  fellowship  prevailed  and,  who  would  have 
dreamed  that  hidden  under  such  a  congenial  circumstance  lurked  the 
destructive  dart  of  Satan.  Bro.  Ken  Armstrong  had  offered  to  drive 
Bro.  Park  and  Mr.  Dave  Flack  to  Durban  that  same  night.  With  them 
was  Sis.  Murie  Dalldorf,  Bro.  Ken's  betrothed.  The  four  young  friends 
never  reached  their  destination.  Just  this  side  of  'Maritzburg  Satan 
saw  his  opportunity  to  thrust  in  his  devilish  dart  and  smote  swift  and 
sure.  The  little  Mini-Minor  skidded,  slid  and  rolled  several  times  and 
then  came  to  rest.  Mr.  Flack  came  off  with  a  severely  damaged  neck, 
Brother  Ken  with  a  seriously  damaged  hand  and  Brother  Park  with 
serious  head  and  leg  injuries,  while  Sis.  Muriel  was  badly  shocked. 
Praise  the  matchless  power  of  the  Most  High  in  thwarting  the  murderous 
designs  of  the  frustrated  devil!  We  assure  you,  our  good  friends,  that 
our   faith  and   prayers  stand   squarely   behind  you  in   your   need. 

Elder  Meiring  delivered  a  very  impressive  address  on  "Keeping 
Our  Second  Estate",  on  the  14th  January.  Brother  Ronnie  Louw,  after 
two  years  absence,  was  as  fluently  impressive  as  ever,  with  however, 
much  greater  spiritual  maturity. 
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VEREENIGING 

Rowland  P.  Roberts 

DURING  the  month  of  December  1961,  a  genealogy  course  was 
completed  by  a  fairly  large  proportion  of  the  members.  Some 
members  were  unable  to  take  the  course  on  account  of  irregular  working 
hours.  A  new  course  will  be  started  in  the  near  future,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Brother  Jimmy  Banfield,  providing  we  can  get  enough  members 
able  to  take  it. 

The  Primary  and  M.I.A.  will  start  there  activities  on  Thursday, 
January  11th,  1962.  The  former  will  be  under  the  leadership  of  Sister 
Elsie  Slabbert  and  the  latter  under  the  leadership  of  Brother  Arthur 
Wilson. 

A  building  fund  committee  has  been  formed  and  they  are  at 
present  busy  considering  ways  and  means  of  raising  funds.  We  have 
set  ourselves  a  target  of  two  years  and  then  hope  to  begin  our  chapel. 

The  Relief  Society  has  been  in  recess  and  will  recommence  activities 
with  a  braaivleis  on  Saturday,  13th  January. 

There  were   no  baptisms  during  the  monfh  of  December,   1961,  as 

everybody    appeared    to    be     preoccupied    with  preparations    for    the 

Christmas  Festivities.   The  missionaries  are  not  down-hearted  and  are 
going  to  give  us  a  family  early  in  the  New  Year. 

We  of  the  Vereeniging  community,  as  we  enter  the  New  Year  with 
such  high  hopes  and  great  determination,  wish  all  our  fellow  membp-^ 
of  the  Church  a  happy  and  prosperous  New  Year  and  humbly  ask  the 
Lord  that  he  may  bless  each  and  every  one  of  you. 


FINDING    FAULT 


Finding  fault  with  others  is  an  easy  thing  to  do.  Criticism 
isn't  kind — although  it  may  be  true ;  people  may  annoy  you 
by  the  things  they  do  and  say — Still,  God  made  us  all  though 
in  a  different  kind  of  way.  In  varied  shapes  and  sizes  and 
with  different  natures,  too — different  names  and  different 
aims  and  different  points  of  view — It  would  be  a  boring 
world  if  we  were  all  the  same — Moulded  to  a  certain  pattern 
—  wouldn't  Life  be  tame?  Try  to  see  the  best  in  things  and 
don't  look  for  the  flaws — Don't  condemn  until  you've  seen 
the  other  side — because — Some  folks  hide  their  feelings — 
smile  or  frown — may  be  a  mask — you  don't  know  against 
what  odds  they  tried  to  do  their  task. 

Patience  Strong. 
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IT'S    YOU 


If  you  want  to  work  for  the  kind  of  a  branch 

Like  the  kind  of  a  branch  you  like, 

You  needn't  slip  your  clothes  in  a  grip, 

Or  start  on  a  long,  long  hike, 

You'll  only  find  what  you  left  behind 

For  there's  nothing  that's  really  new. 

It's  a  knock  at  yourself  when  you  knock  your 
branch. 

It  isn't  the  branch — it's  you. 

Real  branches  are  not  made  by  men  afraid, 

Lest  somebody  else  gets  ahead, 

When  everyone  works,  and  nobody  shirks, 

You  can  raise  a  branch  that's  dead 

And  if  while  you  make  your  personal  stake 

Your  neighbour  can  make  one,  too. 

Your  branch  will  be  what  you  want  it  to  be. 

It  isn't  the  branch — it's  you. 
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